Madison Traditional Academy

Guild

Minutes –

 October 10, 2011 

 6:30p.m.

I. Call to Order & Welcome 

Bridget Querciagrossa opened the meeting at 6:30 PM.

II. Principal’s Report – Mike Duff
A. There is a fence going up around the field to seclude the school during the day for security issues.  Parents who were dropping off at the field were reminded that the procedure has always been to drop off at the sidewalk.  Drop off is pretty open from 7:30-7:40.
B. Parents who are parking along Marlette and walking their children in through the parking lot entrance where cars are turning into the school are causing a safety issue.  A gate may be put in to help the situation.
C. The site council has approved every Friday is spirit shirt day.  Tie dye and field day shirts are not acceptable.  You can buy spirit shirts from the guild.  E-mail Michelle Colon at mcolen@cox.net to order.  New shirts that appeal to the older students are being looked into.  We are trying to update the owl for the older kids.
D. There is a meeting set up next week to look at the field to see if it can be changed from softball to baseball.
E. On Friday Oct 26th there will be an assembly for the K-4th grade students featuring the Jolly Roger who will talk about anti-bullying and character education.
F. If parents are on campus before afternoon release please be quiet while teaching is going on.
G. During lunch period the kids are told by the duty aide that they can stay and finish their lunch if they haven’t finished eating by recess time. They have started putting up more tables in the cafeteria so clean up goes faster and the next group can come in more quickly to a clean table.
H. We are in need of people to come in and help at recess.  There is only one staff member for the kids.  Please help watch all of the students, not just your own.  Help is needed all times of the day.
I. They are trying to get a system in place that would call homes to deliver messages for the different grade levels.  Parents were asked to please keep the office updated if they have changed their phone number.
III. Treasurer’s Report – Jennie Kitz

A. Profit and Loss
1. Contributions are at just over $6,000 due to an additional check that was deposited on Oct 3rd after the financials were done.
2. Mad Money – It takes time to get the Safeway check once the volunteer drive is completed.  We are expecting a check any day now for the money that was raised last January.  Of the nearly $3,000 that we have in Mad Money approximately $2,300 is due to parents who have linked their Safeway cards.
3. Spalding Materials is showing a negative amount due to excess inventory but will wind up back at $0.
4. Capital Improvements are at $0 due to waiting for the district approval on projects.  An improvement to the sound system for music programs/productions and a portable system for the music room is in the bidding process right now.
5. Equipment – A die cutter for the teachers has arrived and is in use.
6. There was a large cost to purchase carpet sweepers for all the classrooms.
7. Library – Mrs. Fabiano is stocking the new library.  Half of the cost is for encyclopedias.
8. Sports Program - Reflecting a down payment plus expenditures for sports uniforms.
9. Grand total – Loss of $4,752 for the 1st quarter.  The Total is just under $148,000.
IV. Old Business

A. Fall Social – Carolyn Albin, Susan Harris and Vicki Richardson

1. The Fall Social, MTA’s main fundraising event will take place Saturday, Nov 5th at the Garden on the Green in the Bartlett Estates.  Everyone is encouraged to come.

2. Ticket prices are $25 which includes dinner and two drinks.  Please rsvp by Oct 21st.  After Oct 21st the price goes up to $35.  Invitations will go out as well as an evite.  Please respond either way but don’t respond to both.  E-mail Susan Harris if you have a two household family and need more invitations.

3. The event will be catered by America’s tacos.  There will also be beer and wine.

4. An auction will be held. They have received a lot of e-mails with auction items and are still trying to get more.  Contact Carolyn, Susan or Trina Cook to donate.  You need a donor form to donate.  Examples of items they have so far are a helicopter ride over Phoenix, teeth whitening treatment, spa treatments, braces, a chef prepared dinner etc… there will be something for everyone men, women and children.  

5. They need party books for the auction.  This is a party or event hosted by a family.  Party ideas could be a cookie party, a swim party, movie party or zoyo party.  The teachers will do parties as well.  Ms. Ball will read a story with a tuck in, Ms. McCraw will have a volleyball clinic; a student can be Librarian for day.  E-mail Vicki Richardson at vickir@cox.net if you want to host a party but don’t have any ideas.  You can earn volunteer hours for hosting a party.

B. Website Update – Bridget Querciagrossa

1. The website www.mtaguild.org is up and functioning.  Content is being added every week.  You should be able to purchase tickets etc...in the next few days.  An e-mail will go out when it is functioning.

2. Committee chairs are asked to e-mail Bridget at qbb1@msn.com with information to add to the website about their committee.  

3. There is a section for lunch duty where you can go to sign up on volunteer spot.

4. Any suggestions about the website are greatly appreciated and should go to the guild. 

C. Directory – Donna Ross

1. The membership drive is now over.  Thank you to everyone who joined.  You can still join but you won’t be in the directory.  The CD’s will be out in the next few weeks.

2. Thanks to all the teachers and Ms. McKerlie and Ms. Grass for collecting the forms.

3. Ms. Dipede’s class won an ice cream party and a gift card for 100% participation.

D. Mad Money Update – Jo Ellen McBride

1. Fry’s food stores – 62 people have connected their fry’s card to MTA.  $8,400 has been spent since Sep 23rd.  We need to get to $50,000 to get a check from Fry’s.

2. Fresh and Easy – Shopping night is Weds Nov 16th the week before Thanksgiving.  We get 5% of sales that night from 4-8 pm at the 12th St. and Northern location.  We are collecting receipts from Fresh and Easy until Dec 31st.

3. Target – Target red card website is under construction.  Call the 1 800 number on the website to connect to MTA.  Target red card has a debit or credit card.  The debit card links to your checking account and each time you scan the school gets a 1% donation.

4. Coke Rewards – We are collecting the caps of coke products or the end of the box that has a code in it.  Capri Sun needs volunteers to help clean the collected pouches so they can be shipped.  This is good for volunteer hours.

5. Safeway - $13,275 has been raised.  We need to collect receipts until Oct 13th.  If your receipt has a code at the bottom you can go to the Safeway website and pick MTA or turn it in to school and we will enter it for you.  Our total raised as a school is not yet known.  We get another $1000 if we are in the top 100 in the nation. 

E. Madison Override update – Steve Burgoyne

1. The Madison Override is a Nov 8th measure that needs to pass.  This is worth 3.8 million annually to the district.  85% of the M&O goes to teacher’s salaries.  We could also lose electives and class size will increase if it doesn’t pass.  This is very crucial.

2. The next two weeks is crunch time for this because the mail in ballot is going out.  On the 15th and the 22nd of October from 9-11 volunteers are needed to walk the neighborhoods.  Next Monday and Tuesday volunteers are needed to make phone calls.

V. New Business

A. MTA Dedication Ceremony – Bridget Querciagrossa – The ceremony took place on Sep 20th and was sponsored by the district. Some MTA students including Jack Rose who led the pledge and Josh Browning who played the guitar were highlighted and the National Honor Society students led attendees on school tours.  Thanks to all who were involved in this great event for MTA.
B. Family Events –Michelle Sinclair
1. Thank you to all who came to the 5&Diner family night.  The school received 20% of the proceeds which came to $372.
2. The next family night will be Weds the 12th at Corleones from 12 until closing.  20% goes back to MTA.
3. Bingo night is this Friday Oct 14th from 5-8pm for grades K-4.  There will be Bingo, refreshments, pizza, dippin dots and sodas.
4. You can earn volunteer hours for helping with Bingo night.
5. Prizes are still needed for the 10 games of Bingo.
C. Logo Items – The uniform policy will be strictly enforced this year.  Cold weather items will need to follow the uniform guidelines once the student is in the classroom.  Items to be sold include hoodies, sweatshirts, and long sleeved items with a logo or an MTA in the middle.  There will be fleece zip ups and pull over hoodies as well.  You can order these online as soon as the website is ready or a hard paper copy will go home if the on-line option is not available.  Students are not allowed to wear turtlenecks. 
D. Dad’s Club – Rick Magnuson – Thanks to all who attended the 1st donuts with dads.  It was a great turnout and raised about $600.  Thank you to Mark Belanger for donating all of the donuts for the sale.  There will be plenty of donuts, coffee and hot chocolate at the next one.  It is a great way to socialize and meet your child’s school friends.
E. Celebrations – Bridget Querciagrossa
1. Amy Hardy, MTA 6, 7 and 8th grade math teacher entered and was a finalist in the Pearson One idea for learning contest.  She earned $1000 for her classroom.  Thanks to all who voted.  She will purchase a Wii for math and school appropriate games.
2. Karen Maurer our MTA historian and Suzanne Schneider were thanked for the awesome bulletin board above the drinking fountain in the office.  If you have photos or info about MTA for the last 5 years send it to Karen.  
3. Tandy Vincent was thanked for her help streamlining the website.  
4. The older grades’ parents were thanked for the teacher breakfasts.
VI. Adjourn

Next Guild Meeting:

November 14th – 6:30pm MTA Cafeteria
    

